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told and retold by politicians and preachers and the grim,
courageous, critical studies of the contemporary South that
come from the universities, above all from the University of
North Carolina.
It is not only American problems that are studied and
analysed with such learning, acuteness and candour. World
problems are, too. There is no country in the world where
discussion of the world's affairs is carried on at such a high
level as in the United States, There are also few^ countries
where it is carried on at such a low level but that is another
story. But serious discussion, in great newspapers and
magazines, in forums and on the air, in universities and
institutes is incessant. And it is discussion by real experts.
Unfortunately, it is often discussion for experts, not for the
people. For them, as the Saturday Evening Post rightly
pointed out, the most complicated subjects in international
politics are just another "study subject," the theme of accurate
and objective but rather chilly debate by those who like that
kind of thing.
And the very success of the school system in Americanizing
the American young may result in the killing of natural
curiosity. For example, the cult of the Constitution leads to
the exclusive identification of a political concept like "liberty"
with the American constitutional system. Since this is so, a
Latin-American '"republic" with a paper constitution Hke die
American, is ''free'1 and Canada is not. For Canada is part
of an "empire'" with a monarch at the head of it* So about
two-thirds of the American people think that Canada pays
taxes to Britain and, even in those states bordering on the
Dominion, about half do! In the same way, the word
"republic"1 has an almost magical significance for the Ameri-
cans. Plutarch, as Mr. Wells once suggested, had a good
deal to do with this, but whatever the origins of the belief, it
is now part of the American credo that only citizens of a
republic can be free. And no matter what romantic interest
Americans may display in the human side of monarchy, it
should never be forgotten that, politically, they regard it as a
childish institution. Mark Twain was a very pro-English
American and he refused to write one of his amusing, critical
ttavel books about England for that reason. But he did write
two fcooks about England all the same. He wrote The Prince